Article for inclusion in the June 2011 edition of Village News
Jottings from the Square!
(A monthly piece from Elstead Cricket Club)

Well, would you believe it! After a seemingly endless winter of cold and snow summer arrived with a bang! What happened to Spring? Suddenly it was cricket weather and it wasn’t even the cricket season. Even when games did start there were none of the time-honoured three jumper, huddled against the cold afternoons.

On the pitch, though, things were not so different as the 1st X1 contrived an early season batting collapse in their very first game. Chasing Dogmersfield’s less than impressive 111 the Ones slumped to 25 for 7. Only a valiant effort by skipper Mark Wycherley (47) and Chris Terry (15 not out) put any respectability on the score, though the game was lost.

Back they came, though, against Tilford with a fine 68 from Josh Berry sealing an excellent win as the side chased down the home team’s 195. Another low scoring match, on a really difficult pitch at Headley, saw the side bag another win. This time Mark Wycherley excelled with the ball as he achieved figures of 7 wickets for 12 runs from 9.3 overs. This included a spell of 27 balls in which he took seven wickets whilst conceding no runs and reduced Headley from 78 for 2 to 90 all out.

Against Cranleigh St Andrews the team found themselves chasing the ball all over the ground as the visitors scored 185. Elstead’s reply was less inspiring as only a rearguard partnership between youngsters Chris Terry (36*) and Jim Berry ensured a draw.

The 2nd X1, now playing in I’Anson Division Four have made a great start. A winning draw in the first game at Bramley saw Sam Egan score a fine 75 and the ageless Pat Murphy take 5 wickets for 25 runs. Sam was at it again the next week, his 95 helping chase down Rowledge’s 168 for the team’s first win of 2011. Another winning draw at Headley ensured an encouraging opening to the season for the Twos. Perhaps Division Four suits the team. It certainly seems to be to the liking of Sam Egan.

The most successful start to the season, though, has come from the newly formed Under 17 side. They have won all three of their games so far and won them handsomely. This is particularly encouraging as the whole point of running an Under 17 side is to give lads of that age some sharp competitive cricket, particularly those lads who do not play regularly for the senior Saturday teams. Here special mention must go to Jamie Wood whose underrated bowling contributed a fine four wickets in the win over Headley.








     Gordon Wycherley
